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STARTING STRONG

ON THE VERGE

The Eastern men’s basketball team
will face Indiana Friday and Ball State
Monday.

Check out The Verge for movie reviews, music, and
a look into one of Eastern’s textile design courses.

PAGE 8

SECTION B

THE

D aily E astern N ews

Friday, November 13, 2015
“TELL THE TRUTH AND DON’T BE AFRAID”
C E L E BRATI NG A CE NTUR Y OF COV E RA GE 		
19 15- 201 5 			

VOL. 100 | NO. 59
W W W . D A I L YE A S TE R N N E W S . C O M

MAP grant will continue regular dispersal schedule
By Cassie Buchman
Administration Editor | @cjbuchman
Students at Eastern will still be able to receive the Monetary Award Program grant in
Spring 2016, despite concerns brought up because of the state’s budget situation.
Paul McCann, interim vice president of
business affairs, said they were not expecting
the students to pay the money; they were waiting for the state to give them the money owed
to the students.
“The way it actually works is (the state)

sends the money to us. It doesn’t go directly to
the students; it goes to the school then they apply it to the student’s account,” McCann said.
McCann said the state currently owes the
school money.
“The state owes us money for the amount of
money we’ve applied against the student’s account,” McCann said.
The way the bills for the university work,
the university applies all of the charges on a
student’s bill with all the tuition and all the
fees.
Once the tuition and fees are on the bill,

they then reduce the fee by the amount of financial aid that is provided.
“We’ve never done anything other than put
on (the bills) Pell, MAP, or whatever and we
reduce that balance and say the net balance is
XYZ,” McCann said. “Once we say what that
is, that’s all we expect the student to pay.”
McCann said from the standpoint of the
student, there is no reason to think the MAP
money was not being treated the same way
they always have been.
“The bill was set up the same way, the MAP,
the Pell,” McCann said. “From what the stu-

dents know, the balance is what the balance is.
We’re not playing any games.”
McCann said they were now just waiting for
the state to come up with the MAP money.
“From the standpoint of what we’ve done or
haven’t done, we didn’t feel like there was anything we really needed to do because we’ve already applied (the MAP grant) against the student’s account,” McCann said. “It’s not only if
we get the money. We’ve applied it. We’ve taken it on.”
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Boots on the Ground

Students,
staff share
thoughts on
Friday 13th
By Luis Martinez
Entertainment Editor | @LPMartinez20
The last Friday the 13th of the year is here,
and while many people have some reservations
about the “supernatural” aspect of this day, some
members of Eastern’s community offered some
of their opinions about it.
Everyone knows that Friday the 13th usually offers some type bad luck for everyone on that
day, but there are also some people who do not
believe in this idea.
Melinda Mueller, a political science professor,
said she does not believe in the bad luck idea
that usually follows Friday the 13th.
“I’m not really terribly superstitious,” Mueller said.
Mueller said that while she herself is not a superstitious person, she believe people have their
various reasons as to why they believe in Friday
the 13th.
“My grandmother, she was really superstitious about Friday the 13th because her husband
died on a Friday the 13th, and very unexpectedly,” Mueller said. “She was already really superstitious about that, and I respected that she had
a horrible thing happen and made that contact.”
Mueller said besides that, she never really
took Friday the 13th very seriously anyway.
“If someone wants to be superstitious, I can
respect that they might have some reasons for
that,” Mueller said. “I think there is good luck
and bad luck, but I don’t think it’s necessarily
forces working against you or for you in some
systematic way. Sometimes bad things happen to
good people.”
Melanie King, a junior psychology major, said
she was not too sure about the whole story behind this feared date, or why people are afraid
of it.
“I don’t know, maybe they’re afraid of the
movie. That’s my only basis of Friday the 13th,”
King said. “If they believe it, they believe it.”
King said she does believe in both good and
bad luck but she does not really know any scary
superstitions.
“Hope for the best, that’s about all,” King
said. “I don’t really have any good luck or bad
luck strategies.”
Jacob Henderson, a sophomore management
information systems major, said he does not get
why some people are scared of Friday the 13th.
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Senior Airman Rachel Blasko, Staff Sergeant Erin Pearce, and Master Sergeant Candy Howe, representing the Air National Guard, talk at a table
for the Military Resource Fair in the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union Thursday morning.

Board of Trustees to vote on depository
By Cassie Buchman
Administration Editor | @cjbuchman
The Board of Trustees will vote on approving a place to keep university funds and a resolution to encourage the state to pass a budget and
fund Eastern at their meeting 1 p.m. Friday in
the Grand Ballroom in the Martin Luther King
Jr. University Union.
Paul McCann, interim vice president of business affairs, said the approval of depository
funds was important to him as vice president for
business affairs.
“There’s been some changes in the bank account that we use and we need to find another
one,” McCann said. “That is important to me to
get done so we can move forward.”
McCann said he wants to move forward before the account, which is currently with the Illinois funds, closes on Feb. 11, 2016.
The Illinois state treasurer ran the Illinois
funds program as a money market account, and
the federal reserve said it was not appropriate to

run it that way so they are making the Illinois
funds change what they do.
“We’re kind of caught up in that,” McCann
said. “We’re just looking for a home and for
somebody to do the processing of the checks. A
lot of what we do is electronic deposits.”
McCann said some people transfer money to
the university to pay their tuition.
“That whole process takes a while to get
changed,” McCann said.
Eastern has found a new bank account by
asking banks who would be willing to have the
university’s business.
They have selected First Financial Bank as a
recommendation to the Board.
McCann said First Financial Bank’s rates were
better from a standpoint of service charges and
from a standpoint of the interest earnings on the
account.
McCann said the university needs to get out
in front of that so they can keep the electronic
deposits and payments flowing.
“This is really getting tight,” McCann said.

The Board of Trustees will go on record saying they think Illinois should have a state budget.
“This is the Board saying ‘please pass a budget,’” McCann said.
The resolution states that the budget impasse
threatens to send students out of Illinois, “damaging Illinois universities, their communities,
and ultimately the state of Illinois.”
The university is required to go over the income producing contracts for the 2015 fiscal
year and provide a list of what they produce.
The income-producing contracts are things
like grants, such as Pepsi, which gives the school
money, or camps or conferences held on campus.
“It’s monies that we get,” McCann said. “It’s
not usually a big deal, it’s more information for
the board. They may or may not have questions.”
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
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Local weather
FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Partly Cloudy

Sunny

High: 54°
Low: 28°

High: 58°
Low: 37°

For more weather visit dailyeasternnews.com
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Meal to join students, community
By T’Nerra Butler
Multicultural Editor | @DEN_News
As a way to welcome international students, Charleston Community Church will be presenting them
with a traditional Thanksgiving
meal in an event called “Friendsgiving.”
This event will take place at 6
p.m. Saturday at the Charleston
Community Church at 2360 Shawnee Drive.
Kevin Vicker, director of the Office of International Students, said
it is an event to let international
students in on the traditions of the
U.S.
Vicker said it might be a discussion on how the holiday started and
why it is important for Americans.
He said there has been Thanksgiving related events throughout the
years, but “Friendsgiving” has been
around for a couple of years.
Vicker said it is important to
help the students understand more
about American culture.
“It would be a shame if we didn’t
share these things with students
who came here from other countries,” he said. “Its gives students a
chance to feel welcomed.”
The church and volunteers have
been working on this event for a
month now and one of the most

Comments / Tips
Contact any of the above staff members if you believe your information is relevant. aaaaaaaaaaa
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

important things about the day is
the food, Vicker said.
The international students already exchanged their culture of
foods at “Taste of the World,” and
now it is time for them to get a taste
of America.
“Some of them have never even
had turkey or sweet potatoes before,” Vicker said.
American students often do not
get the chance to give the international students a personal exchange

of culture, he said.
“Sometimes in America it takes a
long time to get to know somebody
than in other cultures,” Vicker said.
“Sometimes it’s a different mindset,
it’s individualistic versus collective.”
Sangram Kodavatikanti, pastor
of Charleston Community Church,
said in the spirit of Thanksgiving
the church wants to educate people
on the holiday.
He said many of the international
students are now learning what the

T’Nerra Butler can be
reached at 581-2812
or tabutler@eiu.edu.

Tour guides discuss favorite job duties
By Mackenzie Freund
City Editor | @mgfreund_news

Every so often, high school students can be seen walking around
campus, whether it is for an open
house day or just a scheduled tour.
Night Staff
for this issue
Usually it is the prospective stuNight Chief
dents
walking around and getting to
Katelyn Siegert
know
the campus they may walk if
Lead Designer
Shelby Niehaus
they choose to come to Eastern.
Copy Editor/
The students that lead these proDesigner
spective students are a mixture of deLauren McQueen
but leaders, from New Student Programs, or tour guides, from the adGet social with The Daily Eastern News missions department.
While some may think they have
The Daily Eastern News
similar roles on campus, they actually
have different job descriptions.
dailyeasternnews
Students are able to apply to work
for either the New Student Programs
@DEN_News
as one of their workers, or they can
Visit our website: dailyeasternnews.com apply to work in the admissions office
as a tour guide.
Derek Pierce, a sophomore finance
About
The Daily Eastern News is produced by the students of
and accounting major, said he got an
Eastern Illinois University. It is published daily Monemail from the admissions office last
day through Friday, in Charleston, Ill., during fall and
fall asking him if he wanted to apply
spring semesters and twice weekly during the summer term except during university vacations or examifor the tour guide position.
nations. One copy per day is free to students and faculPierce said he got this connection
ty. Additional copies can be obtained for 50 cents each
in the Student Publications Office in Buzzard Hall.aaaa
after he started going back to his old
high school in Mattoon so he could
Advertising
To place an advertisement or classified ad in The
Daily Eastern News, call the ads office at 5812812 or fax 581-2923. Visit our online advertisements at dailyeasternnews.com/classifieds.
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Hye-Yeon Eom, a senior pre-business major and an international student
from South Korea, grabs Thanksgiving food during last year’s International
"Friendsgiving" at the Charleston Community Church.

holiday is and he wants to expand
on their knowledge.
“It is our desire to serve the community here and we are hoping to
use this opportunity to service to
international students,” Kodavatikanti said.
Kodavatikanti said all students
would not only get a chance to exchange cultures, but they also will
be interacting with the residents of
Charleston.
Kodavatikanti is originally from
India and said he knew little about
America. He said he wants students
to learn and know more than he did
when he first got to America.
Shraddha Shrestha, the president
of Association of International Students, said international and American students have chances to talk all
the time, but this event them gives
them a chance for a deeper conversation.
“This will help students to get rid
of the cultural shocks and they will
feel comfortable to adjust in the environment,” Shrestha said.
People from the church have donated food and offered to help cook
it. The event is free and will run for
about two hours.

debunk the misconceptions about
Eastern.
When he gives his tours, Pierce
says he is not one to give out statistics
to the prospective students because he
would rather joke around with them
and tell them real stories.
Pierce said he tries to make his
tours more personal and less formal
so the prospective students will feel
more comfortable talking to him.
“I try to tell them stories about
me falling down and walking backwards on tours,” Pierce said. “If it’s a
tougher group, I’ll make jokes with
them and say things like ‘if anyone’s
interested I like long walks on the
beach, romantic candlelight dinners,’
trying to get humor out of them.”
Pierce said he likes doing this because it makes them more comfortable while they are on the tour and
they ask more questions, while also
having a memorable time.
Zachary Samples, a graduate student in the Office of Admissions,
said he was worked as the direct supervisor of campus tour guides for
about three years, and he thinks the
tour guides are rock stars.
“They go to work every single day
with the hope that the work they do
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that day will positively impact our
campus, and will work to be a piece
of fixing the enrollment puzzle,”
Samples said.
Samples said he tries to make sure
that the tours are different from other schools.
“At most schools, you take a campus tour and the talking head tour
guide just spews facts and figures,”
Samples said. “We certainly do that
too, but we then talk about what
those facts and figures mean, how
they impact the student experience,
and then what makes EIU different
than other schools.”
Samples said he also encourages the student tour guides to share
their Eastern experience when they
are giving their tours.
Pierce said his favorite part about
giving the tours is seeing the excitement on the students faces when
they are waiting for their tour, and
also joking around with the parents
and putting them at ease.
“One time we were talking about
Career Services and I said ‘yeah
hopefully at the end of four years
the goal is to get a job, at least that’s
what mom and dad want,’ and the
parents are always shaking their head

yes and the kids are always laughing
hesitantly,” Pierce said.
Tour guides are usually the people
giving tours during open house days,
but there are some times where debut leaders from New Student Programs will help out if they are needed.
Debut leaders are usually in
charge of helping students, whether
freshman or transfer, make the transition to Eastern’s campus with as
much information as possible.
Mallorie Mosely, a senior psychology major, has been a debut leader
for about a year, and has had very
positive experiences while she has
given tours of the campus.
“Even with the crimes around
here recently I’ve never had anybody ask ‘do you think Eastern is going downhill’ or anything like that,”
Mosely said.
Mosely said that even with the recent crimes, people still come here remembering that Eastern is ranked the
safest campus in Illinois and the second safest in the country.

What’s Happening on Campus?

Corrections
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds,
or is made aware of by its readers, will be corrected as
promptly as possible. Please report any factual error you
find to Editor-in-Chief Stephanie Markham at 581-2812.

James Joyce’s The Dead l 7:30 PM
Doudna Fine Arts Center. Tickets available by calling 581-3010

Employment
If you would like to work for The Daily Eastern News
as a reporter, photographer, columnist, cartoonist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please
visit at the newsroom at 1802 Buzzard Hall.

Wheelchair Activity Fair | 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Come find out how difficult it can be to navigate life in a wheelchair. Student Rec Center

Printed by Eastern Illinois University
on soy ink and recycled paper.
Attention postmaster: Send
address changes to:
The Daily Eastern News
1802 Buzzard Hall
Eastern Illinois University
Charleston, IL 61920

Mackenzie Freund can be
reached at 581-2812
or at mgfreund@eiu.edu.

MIA/POW Table | 12:00 PM
MLK Union
Check out more upcoming events at www.eiu.edu/eiu360/
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Local churches, ministries connect with students
By Emily Brodt
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The ministries and churches local to campus offer students ways to
connect with the community, each
other and God.
Roy Lanham, a campus minister
at the Newman Catholic Center, said
for many students who are involved
at Newman, it is a way of life.
Lanham said the nature of the
Catholic Church is for students to
seek out the church to be a part of a
community and many students long
for it.
The Newman Center offers a variety of programs and services to students, not just Mass.
The Newman Center offers service opportunities, small group Bible studies and couples and marriage
counseling, among other things.
Lanham said the opportunity to
give back to the community and live
faith is no small gift.
“Life is not just about us,” Lanham said. “We need to give back.”
Ivy Handley, a junior special education major, regularly attends the
Newman Center and said that the
doors are always open at the Newman Center and that people do not
have to be Catholic to come.
“People are always welcome,”
Handley said.
Handley said service opportunities at the Newman Center gave her
leadership opportunities she would
not have otherwise. Handley leads
a small group and will be leading
an Alternative Spring Break trip in
2016.
Handley recently had the opportunity to travel to Philadelphia to see
the pope along with 49 other students from Eastern. Handley said it
was cool to be there with students
from Newman.
The Newman Catholic Center is a
place of healing and hospitality, Lanham said. They offer ways to connect and the tools to encounter God.
Lanham said that everyone is just a
friend that they have not met yet.
Andrew Robinson, a bishop and
pastor of ACTS Campus Ministry,
said that he wants to help students
build a relationship with God and
give them hope.
The ACTS Campus Ministry
meets every Sunday for worship and
Wednesday for bible study.
Robinson said they try to help
students to discover the best person
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Members of Campus Outreach and University Baptist Church paintball on Nov. 15, 2014 at Saltfork Paintball in St.
Joseph, Ill.

that they can be and achieve their
goals and aspirations.
There are many ways to get involved at the ACTS Campus Ministry ranging from a drama ministry to
a praise dance team.
Robinson and his wife Wanda Kay
Robinson also head a Christ Ministry School of Divinity, which is
a two-year program for those who
feel the call to become ministers or
preachers.
After being interviewed and completing the program, students will
become ordained and able to start
their own ministry along with receiving a Masters of Divinity.
Bradley Chatman, a senior communication studies major and one of
the students who has been ordained
through the Christ Ministry School
of Divinty, said that being a part of
ACTS helped him find a purpose in
life.
A particularly memorable event
for Chatman is the Pack the House
Event the Sunday before finals each
semester.
“We culminate the semester with
a time of rejoicing, thanksgiving to
God for our blessings, and relieving
stress with a display of talents from
our students,” Robinson said. They
conclude the event by praying for finals week and other life struggles.
Robinson said ACTS Campus
Ministry is an environment of love
and care and offers a place of genuine worship.

The Vehicle
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Submit your fiction, nonfiction, poetry,
drama, and artwork for free online by
Friday, November 6th.
THEVEHICLEMAGAZINE.COM/SUBMIT
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The Rev. Andrew Robinson hands out flyers promoting Campus Ministries
during the Freshman Debut, on June 6, 2015, in the Grand Ballroom of the
Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.

He said that many students do
not like formal religion but “Jesus is
greater than religion.”
A long-term goal for ACTS Campus Ministry is to have one on every public university campus, Robinson said.
Paige Roberts, a campus minister at the Wesley Foundation, said
that their motto “open hearts, open
minds and open doors” means that
they try to welcome everyone regardless of their background.
“Our studies are aimed at get-

ting to know the Bible and getting to
know how God is important to our
lives” Roberts said.
The Wesley Foundation building
is an important part of their ministry, offering a place for students to
hang out, have conversations and do
homework, Roberts said.
Roberts said that the 24-hour
prayer vigil they host every year is a
moving time for her.
The Wesley Foundation is filled
with peace and wonder during this
time and Roberts said she and stu-

dents get a lot of time to pray over
the week.
Maece Bresnahan, a sophomore
middle level education major, is a
public relations chair at the Wesley
Foundation, and said that the Wesley
foundation has offered a lot of leadership opportunities.
The Wesley Foundation is a community of family bonding and also
promotes growth, Bresnahan said.
The Wesley Foundation offers a
food pantry to students the second
Wednesday of every month and other events like a s’mores party at the
beginning of the semester.
Bresnahan said the students who
attend the Wesley Foundation are
like a family and have a lot of fun
together. They often hang out at the
Wesley Foundation almost all night
from 2 p.m. to 1 a.m., Bresnaham
said.
“Our joke last week was to all
make Myspace accounts,” Bresnahan said.
Matthew Thomas, a campus minister at Christian Campus House,
said students often have control of
what service opportunities are offered.
Thomas said many students come
to him with ideas they think are important. The ministry belongs to the
students, Thomas said.
One student decided to have a
200-mile bike trip to raise money for
charity.
Thomas said students should have
a vision to serve others.
Thomas said he thinks it is exciting and memorable to see students
realize they have control to make it
happen.
Students are often trying to reach
the community, Thomas said.
Christian Campus House offers
life groups, worship, mission trips
and other events like dances and Super Bowl parties.
Thomas said that a misconception
stopping students from coming is
students thinking they have to know
something to attend.
“The idea that you have to be
some sort of member to come and
worship in this place, which is not
the case,” Thomas said.
Thomas said Christian Campus
House is about forming deeper relationships and connecting with the
community.
Emily Brodt can be reached at
581-2812 or eebrodt@eiu.edu.
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Out Of Control? Or In Control?

Roberto Hodge

Change has
to occur by
college
Incidents of racism on college campuses are
nothing new.
The latest blunder of turmoil happened on
the University of Missouri’s campus with many
of the African-American students reporting racist and offensive acts on campus. The students
were so upset by this that they urged the University President Tim Wolfe to step down.
The situation went as far as having the entire
football team protest their game until his resignation, which he did.
One student, Jonathan Butler staged a hunger strike until Wolfe’s resignation, which ended the strike.
I applaud the students’ resolve and determination to do all of these things, but really, why
are incidents like this still happening?
College campuses are meant to be places
of higher learning, acceptance and knowledge
regardless of skin tone or sexual orientation; yet,
Mizzou’s recent blunder has told Americans that
it is still an issue.
Universities can preach and host dialogue
and talk about how racism is not allowed on
their campus until they’re EIU blue in the face,
but it doesn’t matter.
Dialogue about racism is tired, done and
meaningless. What good is a discussion that
holds no weight?
What should happen is a formal overall of
educating students on diversity as a whole—and
this starts at homes.
Many Caucasian families that aren’t ethically diverse may not talk to their children about
racial minorities, so when they enter into a
college, it is sometimes the first time they’re
exposed to them.
This can be both good and bad because they
can have opportunities to meet people they
may have never had a chance to otherwise, but
it could also be bad if the student learned from
home to hate and dislike racial minorities.
It’s been proven time and time again that racism is a learned behavior. Humans are not born
inherently racist. It is something that is taught
from parents or media, which needs to change.
What schools should also implement is a
required course to graduate on all institutional
levels about race, culture and religion.
The United States’ educational system makes
it a national requirement to learn the constitution on all educational levels, so why not make
diversity another top priority?
Why is it more important to learn about the
governmental system and how it works rather than your fellow citizens? The two should be
equally as important—perhaps if this requirement was stressed more incidents of race would
not occur as much as they have.
Roberto Hodge is a senior journalism major. He can
be reached at 581-2812 or rlhodge@eiu.edu.

Correction
In Wednesday’s edition of The Daily Eastern
News, the letter to the editor titled, “Listen to
the other side” was attributed incorrectly.
The letter was submitted by Jonathan M.
Williams, a political science graduate student.
The News regrets this error.
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Staff Editorial

Friday the 13th should not be feared
Let us all say it together: triskaidekaphobia.
That is seventeen letters, seven syllables and
one meaning; the fear of the number 13.
The fear of the number 13 originally came
from Judas being the 13th person at “the Last
Supper,” the night before Jesus Christ’s death
on “Good Friday.”
According to the Bible, Judas betrayed Jesus
Christ then hung himself.
Not looking good for you,13.
Actually, Jose Vizcaino played major league
baseball for 17 years, and he wore the number
13 while he played for the World Series champion New York Yankees in 2000. He made millions of dollars during his career, too. Does not
sound so unlucky does it?
But, let me introduce you to friggatriskaidekaphobia, the fear of Friday the 13th.
No! We just got over the frights and fears of
Halloween! Now we have to deal with Friday
the 13th?
This is awful. Do you know how many bad
things happen on this day? Lucky for us, it will
not be a full moon. As a matter of fact, the

moon will only be two percent visible Friday
night.
Just warning you, the next full moon is on
Nov. 25. So you have time to prepare.
But seriously, Friday the 13th, keep your
bad luck and bad juju away from us!
Alright, maybe that is a bit of an exaggerated
reaction to a Friday night. To be fair, it is just a
silly superstition, right?
Maybe it just depends on who you are and
what you believe in.
In reality, you could spend five minutes
researching the “unlucky” day on the Internet
and you would find enough material from conspiracy theorists and fear mongering nuts to
scare yourself and your friends.
There are countless instances of scary, eerie
and probably some tragic things happening on
Friday the 13th, which are probably just coincidences people most likely just take notice of
because of the day they occurred.
For many of us, our worst memory related to the date is maybe a not-so-scary movie or
the words of an overly concerned parent who

decided to give you a much earlier curfew just
because the date.
Really, Mom? Tonight was the big night for
the Satanic Cult Klan Club meeting.
So how about we go over some more positives about 13 and Friday the 13th.
According to an article last year from Time
magazine’s Laura Stampler, there are “actually good things” which have happened on this
date.
Lyndon B. Johnson signed an executive
order on Oct. 13, 1967, to eliminate hiring discrimination based on gender.
The accordion was patented on Jan. 13,
1854. Steve Urkel played the accordion. If that
does not spell out inherent goodness, then
what does?
Either way, it is all silly. Friday the 13th is a
superstition, and you should always live life like
you have responsibilities the next day anyway.
So be careful always, not just Friday.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Video gaming will not cause a ‘Fallout’
November 2015 has been, and will continue to be, an active month for video game
releases.
Games like “Fallout 4,” “Call of Duty:
Black Ops III” and “Star Wars Battlefront,” in
addition to numerous others, are making this
month one to remember for gamers.
Video games have become a seemingly
important part in the lives of a number of a
people across a vast age range.
It’s gotten to the point where some people
can only describe it as an addiction.
Going out and spending about $65 on a
disc then taking it home to play for countless
hours is a bit of a norm.
I’d know, I do the exact same thing.
Recently, I purchased “Fallout 4” and
made it a priority to get it during its midnight
release.
The moment I was able to play it, I did
and did so for a six-hour stretch without even
thinking about it.
I have a constant desire to return to it and
play more.
But, is that a bad thing? Some people say
that video games promote violence. Video
games shouldn’t be played too often, right?
The reality is, absolutely not.
In our day and age, technology is all around
us and is constantly influencing our daily lives.
It’s just something that we as a society need to

Elias Albert
adjust to and make use of.
Though some see the new era of technology
as negative for its effects on social interaction,
the benefits outweigh the downsides.
When it comes to video games, it’s a case of
excuses.
People see that in a video game a person can
control their character to shoot a gun and partake in other violence that would otherwise
result in consequences.
However, in the game, that’s the whole
premise.
On top of that, it’s just a game.
Video games don’t promote violence nor
do is that their intention. They’re a medium of
simple role playing.
A gamer doesn’t play a game in which they
commit violent acts and follow up the play by

going out and doing the same thing.
At worse, I’ve had moments where I’ve seen
an armored truck or a semi-truck with a sloping bed and jokingly thought, “should I GTA
it?”
I have never for a single moment thought
that I should cause harm to people though.
It’s the exact same as movies.
You don’t see the Terminator jump out of a
helicopter and think, “oh, I should do that.”
But, watching “Rocky” will make you want
to get into shape and box it out in the name of
your hometown and heritage.
On the extended amounts play time associated with video games, it’s not that big of a
deal.
I still prioritize what’s truly important to
me, like classes and being social.
Though it’s been tough and there have been
moments where I’ve compromised sleep for
the sake of playing, I’m keeping it together.
My experience, I presume, is typical of most
video game players and video games shouldn’t
be considered harmful in a lifestyle regard.
While there are some exceptions to the
landscape, it’s safe to say that people should
keep playing video games and be a part of one
of the greatest advancements in human history.
Elias Albert is a junior journalism major. He
can be reached at 581-2812 or ewalbert@eiu.edu.
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This is Eastern

Philosophical
association to
host conference
By Luis Martinez
Entertainment Editor | @LPMartinez20
The Illinois Philosophical Association
is bringing in some of the most prominent professional philosophers in Illinois
for a two-day conference.
The conference starts on Friday and
will continue through Saturday, taking
place in Coleman Hall.
Eastern will play host to philosophy
professors and graduate and undergraduate students from places such as Illinois
State University, University of Chicago,
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and Springfield, Northern, Western and Southern Illinois University.
There will also be members from Duke
University, the University of California at
Los Angeles, and Knox College.
Jonelle DePetro, the chair for the philosophy department, said the conference
is held here at Eastern every five years.
This is year would mark the third time
Eastern has hosted the conference on
campus.
DePetro said the event brings together
the state’s philosophers together to share
their research, interests and ideas.
“Professors and graduate students
present papers, and other professors and
graduate students provide commentary
and constructive criticism on those papers as a way of contributing to these
works-in-progress,” DePetro said. “Although the IPA is primarily aimed at
bringing together philosophers in the region, the conference is open to philosophers in any part of the country.”
DePetro said the event is very significant.
“Philosophers, like historians or artists, need opportunities to discuss their
work with colleagues and others, particularly those in a similar specialization like
ethics, or epistemology,” DePetro said.
“Conferences provide the opportunity
for engaged and fresh dialogue about a
person’s research interests. They also provide a collegiality, which often leads to
new ideas.”
The event is also very import to Eastern’s Philosophy department. Grant Sterling, the current president of the Illinois
Philosophical Association, will be giving
the presidential address during the annual banquet on Friday.

F I L I ’ S

“I having been attending the IPA conference since at least 1998. I think this
will be the 16th time that I have been actively involved in the conference,” Sterling said. This is the second time Sterling
will be giving the presidential address.
He said he will be arguing in his paper
the ability to do things that are impossible, given the version of the theory of free
will he defends in his other papers.
“On my view, the only thing that I
can do is (to) perform acts of will,” Sterling said. “I can will to type this letter, or
will to get up and go to the bathroom,
etc. I cannot guarantee that I will succeed at any of those things. The keyboard might break and the letter won›t
be typed, someone might kidnap me on
the way to the bathroom. My will is free
and under my control, but I do not control the outcomes of my willing.”
Sterling said his thoughts on the conference are positive and he looks forward
to attending the conference.
“I think the IPA conference is a truly
outstanding conference. I have attended many other philosophy conferences,
and I›ve never gone to one that gets such
consistently good papers from so many
different people,” Sterling said. “The
conference features discussion of a wide
range of topics in philosophy, the nature
of knowledge, ethical questions, political theory, etc. Every paper will be presented by the author, and this will be followed by comments presented by another philosopher who will respond to the
ideas presented.”
Teresa Britton and Jason Waller, who
are also philosophy professors at Eastern,
will be discussing their papers, “Apology and Empathy” and “How Improbable is our Finely-Tuned Universe?” respectively.
Aside from all of the presentations,
Nathaniel Klaung, a student from Knox
College, will receive an award for his paper, “Marking the Difference Between
Immanent and Transcendent Aesthetic
Experiences.”
Knox will present his paper at 4:30
p.m. on Friday in Coleman Hall 2731,
and will also receive a certificate and a
check for $100, according to DePetro.
Luis Martinez can be reached at
581-2812 or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
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Tylor Vannarath, a freshman engineering major, defends against two swordsmen in the basement of Stevenson
Hall on Thursday during the EIU Sword Fighter’s Guild meeting.

International education week
celebrations begin Monday

By T’Nerra Butler
Multicultural Editor |@DEN_News

A week dedicated to celebrating international education in the US will be
Monday until Friday, Nov. 20.
Kurt Olausen, director of Study
Abroad, said this is the 16th year the International Education Week has been going on.
He said the week would celebrate international students who are in the U.S.
studying and to talk to students from
America about studying abroad.
The week starts off with a panel, which
is sponsored by the Association of International Students. The panel is called
Stories of Cross-Cultural Adventures and
it is 12 p.m. Monday in the CharlestonMattoon room.
Kevin Vicker, the director of the Office
of International Students, said the event
tells experiences people have had in foreign countries. He said people from the
Language Center, a couple of international students and faculty members who are
either international or have went abroad
will be on the panel.
“They’re going to talk about their experiences in other cultures and how they adjusted to those experiences,” Vicker said.
“It will include their struggles and how
they overcame those challenges.”

Vicker said it would be interesting to
see people who have came to America as
well as those who left the country.
“It’s cool to see the commonalities and
the differences between people going and
coming,” Vicker said.
During the week there will be informational tables from the office of study
abroad, which will take place 11 a.m. Friday, Nov. 20 in the Martin Luther King
Jr. University Union.
A study abroad fair will also be held
during the week, taking place at 11 a.m.
Thursday in the University Ballroom
of the Marin Luther King Jr. University
Union.
The fair is to promote the faculty led
programs from study abroad.
“We want to get people’s attention before they go home for break and talk to
their parents,” Olausen said. “They can
go home with all the information and tell
their parents what they want to do next
summer.”
Olausen said the week shows the many
cultures Eastern has on campus. He said
the international student population has
been growing and the campus should
be able to see how much growth has occurred.
“It highlights some great things we
have going on here,” Olausen said. “It lets
us highlight these study abroad programs

and show what our faculty and students
are doing.”
Vicker said this week is going to shine
a light on the importance of international
education. He said it is essential to know
exactly how much it enriches campus environment and the student’s lives.
“The importance of studying in another country is paramount both from a cultural point of view and a educational advancement point of view,” Vicker said.
These events are during a U.S. Department of Education dedicated week and
campuses around are going to have something to bring awareness to studying in
other countries, Vicker said. He said it is
always the third week of November.
Both Olausen and Vicker said it took
around two months to plan the week.
“Hopefully this will bring a start to a bigger event on campus,” Vicker said.
Olausen said this week is to get students to realize how important it is to step
out of their comfort zones at home.
“I hope that they learn something
from this and learn about a world outside
of Charleston, Ill.,” Olausen said.
In Booth Library there is an international exhibition on display during the
week.
T’Nerra Butler can be reached at
581-2812 or tabutler@eiu.edu.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“I don’t believe in it. I honestly do not believe in it,”
Henderson said. “Friday the
13th happens not very often,
but it happen and nothing really bad happens on that day.”
Henderson said he believes
all of the belief behind Friday
the 13th is just a superstition.
“I believe in (good luck
and bad luck) in a sense, but
not like strongly,” Henderson
said. “You get what you put
into anything you do.”
Jonell DePetro, the chair
for the philosophy department, said she does not pay
Friday the 13th any mind unless she is writing the date.
“I read online that in Spanish-speaking countries, Tuesday the 13th is considered
unlucky and in Italy is Friday
the 17th,” DePetro said. “I
guess I don’t really think that
people fear Friday the 13th
as much as they use it to explain things they don’t like
and can’t control.”
DePetro also said the fear
of the date may have some-

»
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Jacob Henderson, a sophomore management information services major, said he does not
believe in the superstitions surrounding Friday the 13th. “I think people are afraid of things
they don’t understand,” Henderson said.

13th, we can blame the date,”
DePetro said. “But this is
only true, it seems to me, of
trivial things. We wouldn’t
blame something serious like
a car accident or a death of
someone close to us on the
date. And, next day, Saturday

the 14th, the Friday the 13th
superstition is gone, forgotten
until the next one - not something we dwell on.”

kids relying on that letter or Cann said.
He said for this to happen,
announcement that they get
from MAP saying ‘I got aid,’ the Democrats would have to
is it fair for us to say ‘you’re vote yes, because up until this
point the Republicans had
going to have to pay that?’”
McCann said ver y fe w voted no.
“That’s why we’re stuck at
schools are requiring students
to pay that balance before day this point, and if one Democrat votes no, it changes
one.
Before Dec. 31, the legisla- things,” McCann said.
McCann
saidCorporation
the situation
ture
percent
majorTheneeds
Newa 60
York
Times
Syndication
Sales
withYork,
the MAP
is no difity to pass
bill thatAvenue,
involves New
620aEighth
N.Y.grant
10018
than it has been for the
a budget. For Information Call:ferent
1-800-972-3550
last four or five
“WillFor
theyRelease
have the Friday,
ability November
13,years.
2015
“(In the past) we haven’t
to do that? I don’t know,” Mc-

gotten the money from the
state until November, December, sometimes even later than
that for the fall semester,” McCann said.
Because the school does not
yet have an appropriation of
funds from the state this year,
there has been heightened
concerned about the state of
the MAP grant.

thing to due with the number
of bad things that happen to
people when it is Friday the
13th.
“We don’t like bad things
to happen to us or to those
we care about, so if those
things occur on Friday the

Crossword
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1 Pro

accompanier?
5 Automaker
that originally
sold sewing
machines
9 League of
nations
13 Add some
sparkle to
15 Star protector
17 “Hands off!”
18 Apple tech
station
19 Bunny habitat
21 Holy terror
22 It leads to
a logical
conclusion
24 Old English
letter
25 High-tech
pointer
29 Chooses a
course
32 Pro counterpart
34 Blade in a lock

36
37
38
39
40
41

43
45
46
50
55
56
57
58
59
60

Patriotic org.
founded in
1889
Partnership
Uplifting feet?
___ broche
(skewered)
Boards on a
ship
Ran across the
border
Workplaces
where speed is
the first order
of business?
Spray source
Bubbly source
Parrot or ape
Ones working
near the poles?
Table game in a
rec room
Insinuated
Piquant deli
order
“___ when?”
Spring
Risk territory
west of Siberia
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Luis Martinez can be
reached at 581-2812 or
lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
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Going forward into the
Spring of 2016, McCann said
they have every intention of
doing things the same way.
He said things could
change if the legislature said
they were not going to give
MAP out this year, and it
could have implications for
the students.
“A lot of kids made the decision to come to Eastern,
to any school, based on the
amount of aid they got,” McCann said. “Is that fair, for the
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“Big ___”
(comic strip)

Edited by Will Shortz
1

2

3

4

13

DOWN
1 “Lord

of the
Flies” chief
2 Singer of the
2012 Bond film
theme
3 Smash to bits
4 Holders of
diamonds?
5 Delivery
specialist
6 46-Down, for
one
7 Buchanan of
mystery
8 “___ Eyes”
(1975 #2 hit)
9 Comparatively
ornamented
10 Potential
employees
11 Fruit-flavored
refreshment
12 Burnable
medium, briefly
14 Like some
shady
contracts, from
an auditor’s
standpoint
16 Grissom aboard
Apollo 1
20 “Lux-x-xurious!”
23 How some legal
rights are made
25 Where
Interpol is
headquartered
26 Out of control
27 Citrus fruit from
Japan
28 U.S. Navy O-1:
Abbr.

Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
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No. 1009
8

15

17
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11

12

16

18

19

20

21

22
24

29

10

30

25

31

32

35

36

38

39

41

26

27

28

33

34
37
40

42

43

45

44

46
50

51

52

53

47

48

5 BR house. 2 full baths, 2 half
baths. W/D included. 1025 4th
street. Large deck. Call Tim Thompson 618-670-4442.
_______________________ 11/20
Youngstown Apts. 2br/1bath apt
w/W&D available Spring Semester
Jan 2016. 217-345-2363.
_______________________ 11/30
Fall 2016: Very Nice 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 BR
Houses, Townhouses & Apartments. Excellent locations! 1 - 3
Blocks from Campus.
217-493-7559. myeiuhome.com
_______________________ 11/30
Very nice 6 BR, 3 bath house behind
Family Video. Very nice unit with
excellent parking. $275/person for
6 people or $350/person for 5.
217-493-7559 myeiuhome.com
_______________________ 11/30
For Spring & Fall 2016, 1, 2, 3 and
4 BR Apts. 348-7746
www.CharlestonlLApts.com
_______________________ 12/14
See our properties at
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
_______________________ 12/11
GREAT LOCATIONS 1, 2, and 3
bedroom apts available August
2016 ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
_______________________ 12/11
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2016 one
bedroom apt ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
_______________________ 12/11
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_______________________ 12/14
LARGE 3 BEDROOM FURNISHED
APARTMENT FOR FALL 2016. A 10
MONTH LEASE AND ALL FOR ONLY
$185 PER STUDENT. CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT. 345-3664.
_______________________ 12/14
Available Now! 1 & 2 Bedrooms.
Close to Campus. Call or text
217-273-6820
_______________________ 12/18
Spring 2016 and Fall 2016 - 1 & 2
Bedrooms. Renting now! Call or text
217-273-6820
_______________________ 12/18
Attention Sororities and Fraternities! 3-7 Bedrooms, some houses on
parade route. All appliances included, including washer and dryer.
Several pricing options. 962-0790.
Panther Properties.
_______________________ 12/18

49

54

55

56

57

58

59

23

Properties Available for Spring semester and Fall 2016 on 7th Street,
2 blocks from campus. 5 and 6 bedroom houses, 4 bedroom and studio apartments - some utilities paid.
Call 217-728-8709.
_______________________ 11/13
Village Rentals 2016-2017 Leasing
Student Housing. Newly remodeled
1 & 2 BR Apts. water and trash included. 217-345-2516
www.charlestonvillagerentals.com
_______________________ 11/13
Houses 2,3,4,5,7 Bedrooms. Washers, Dryers and Dishwashers. Great
locations and prices. Some pet
friendly. (217) 549-6967
_______________________ 11/16
DOUDNA IS JUST A STEP AWAY!
DON’T MISS OUT 2BR AVAILABLE
1/1/16. OPENING FOR FALL 2016. 2,
3, 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS.
sammyrentals.com. CALL OR TEXT
(217) 549-4011 OR (217) 348-0673.
_______________________ 11/17
1 and 2 Bedroom Apartment Spring
or Fall Semester 9th street
(217)-345-2416
_______________________ 11/16
BOWERS RENTALS-FALL 2016 1, 2,
3 BR leases available. Newly remodeled! Spacious living close to campus! Affordable rates starting at
$300/mo. Call or text
217-345-4001. Visit us at
eiuliving.com
_______________________ 11/20
BOWERS RENTALS-SPRING SEMESTER 6 month leases available.
Only a few left! Call or text
217-345-4001. See all our homes at
eiuliving.com
_______________________ 11/20
You deserve to live in a nice home
with nice landlords. Leasing for
Fall, 2016. 2-5 bedroom homes,
includes all appliances and garbage. Walk to campus. Pet friendly. Call or text
217-649-6508. Email
mkesler@parkland.edu. Website
keslerodle.com.
_______________________ 11/20
Fall 2016 Group of 4 or 5 persons
needed for 1837 11th St. close to
campus $325 for 5 or $400 for 4. No
money down at signing, very nice 5
bedroom, 3 bath, 2 laundry areas,
detached garage for smokers, pet
deposit call or text (217) 728-746
_______________________ 11/20

For rent
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29

Former
cave dweller,
informally

30

It was divided
after W.W. II

31

Mediterranean
bistro

33

Starbuck’s
order giver

36

U.S. Army E-4:
Abbr.

40

Modern
transaction unit

51

Former N.B.A.
coach Kruger

Sharp knocks

52

Linen shade

Tennyson
composition

53

Hartford-based
Fortune 100
company

Candy bar with
a crown logo

54

Ward in
pictures

48

Plot for
development

55

49

Accented
perfume bottle
name

Tech company
that was the
subject of a
1997 Time
cover

42

Subject of XXL
magazine

44
46
47

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.

Don’t think, just run.

217-581-2812
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Women’s basketball
team to open season
at Lantz Friday
By Elias Albert
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basketball team will
start its season at home against Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis Friday
and will play on the road at Memphis Sunday.
Last season, IUPUI and Memphis were 1516 and 14-17, respectively.
Coach Debbie Black said her team is game
ready with their own game plan and will wait
to see what their opponents have to offer.
“It’s really going to be about us,” Black
said. “We don’t know much about our opponents. We’re just prepared to play well on
both sides of the ball.”
Eastern will compete with just two seniors
this season, guard Shakita Cox and guard Alece Shumpert, after three seniors graduated at
the end of last season.
They will work with five freshmen players
including guard Kayla Steward, forward Karina Chandra, guard Carmen Tellez, forward
Halle Stull and forward Brittin Boyer.
Black said she wants her team to execute
the offensive end and show consistency when
scoring.
Eastern averaged 59.3 points per game and
went 41.3 percent from the field last season.
“We’re definitely a young team and we
know it’ll take chemistry,” Black said.
On the defensive end, Eastern allowed 66.6
points per game last season.
Black said she would like to see energy from her defense in order to keeps things

manageable when they are on offense.
The starting lineup, according to Black,
will have sophomore guard Grace Lennox and
junior forward Erica Brown in it.
The rest of the lineup is still a game time
decision.
“I can’t really be for certain as to what the
whole lineup will be,” Black said. “Some of
the lineup will be determined as to what our
opponents will come out with.”
Black said she would also like to see her
team show effort and limit mistakes.
Last season, Eastern committed 18 turnovers per game compared to opponents only
committing 14.6 against them.
“That’s a big task for a young team,” Black
said. “They just need to work together and
play hard.”
Black said her team is excited to get the
season underway, but there are some nerves
that go along with that.
She said the months of practice could not
prepare a player the way actually playing competitively in a game can.
“Everyone is really excited,” Black said.
“We’ve been waiting on this day for a while
now, and it’s almost here.”
When it came to players stepping up, Black
said she expects everyone to rise to the challenge.
She said she expects particular leadership to
come from her veterans.
“We’ve got a few players who’ve been here
before,” Black said. “But I’m really looking
forward to seeing my young players get out
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Red-shirt senior Shakita Cox attempts a shot during the Panthers' 78-66 loss against IllinoisChicago on Dec. 14, 2014, at Lantz Arena.

there.”
The Panther season will begin on Friday at
6 p.m. at Lantz Arena against IUPUI.
Eastern will visit Memphis Monday to play

their road opener.
Elias Albert can be reached at
581-2812 or at ewalbert@eiu.edu.

Volleyball team set for final match, Senior Day
By Ali Kissane
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern volleyball team will play its final
regular season match this Saturday in Lantz Arena against Tennessee State.
The Panthers are 11-4 in conference play, and
after Saturday they will be heading into the Ohio
Valley Conference tournament starting Thursday.
After a five-set match win against Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville on Wednesday,
the Panthers got the day off on Thursday.
Tennessee State is coming into Saturday’s
match with an 8-6 conference record.
“Tennessee State has been having a good
year,” coach Sam Wolinski said. “They just had
a big win against Belmont and they have a re-

ally great outside, we’ve got to be able to contain her.”
The Tigers have been running seven people in
their rotation and Wolinski said that they have
not been changing much in their game.
“They’re all about their outside,” Wolinski
said. “Chloe Watson has been doing a very good
job for them, so we need to be able to contain
her and then just make sure that we’re keeping
the other people contained as well.”
Wolinski said the Panthers will need to take
care of their serve and pass game, be consistent
with their blocking and be prepared for the unexpected.
In addition to Saturday being the Panthers’ final regular season match, it is also Senior Day.
“Saturday is our final home match in which

we get to honor our five seniors,” Wolinski said.
“That’s really exciting to be able to honor and
recognize them for their four years of hard work
here for the EIU volleyball program and I think
that’s really the biggest part of celebrating on
Saturday for sure.”
The seniors of the Eastern volleyball team include outside hitters Chelsea Lee and Kayla Nesbitt, setters Abby Saalfrank and Marah Bradbury, and libero Stephanie Wallace.
“(The seniors) have been doing everything
we’ve been asking them to do,” Wolinski said.
“They’re all about the team being successful and
wanting to pick up another win and they want
to win an OVC tournament and we would like
nothing more than that for them to finish up
their careers here, to go through four years as

a Division 1 athlete, that’s a great accomplishment.”
The Panthers have been practicing playing
with momentum and confidence in order to
grab some more wins, especially with the OVC
tournament around the corner.
“SIUE really wanted to get that win, because
they needed to go to the conference tournament, we already know where we’re at,” Wolinski said. “That win reassured us of where we’re
seeding, basically we’re going to finish in second
or third, so that’s great for us.”
The Panthers’ match against Tennessee State
will begin at 2 p.m. Saturday at Lantz Arena.
Ali Kissane can be reached at
581-2812 or aakissane@eiu.edu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: The #EIU football team will tackle Tennessee-Martin at 2 p.m. Saturday at Graham Stadium in Martin, Tenn.
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Eastern to open season at ranked Indiana
By Blake Nash
Assistant Sports Editor | @Banash5
The games have officially begun
for the Eastern men’s basketball team.
The Panthers, who defeated St. Francis 74-71 in an exhibition game last
week, will play two games in four
days in Indiana.
This Friday the team faces the
only team on their schedule that was
ranked during the preseason, the Indiana Hoosiers.
The Hoosiers come into this season
ranked No. 15, after making it to the
NCAA tournament last year, where
they were defeated by Wichita State.
Eastern last played the Hoosiers
in the 1992 NCAA tournament and
lost, 94-55.
A recruiting class and the return
of All-Big Ten guard Yogi Ferrell has
made the Hoosiers one of the Big
Ten’s favorites this year.
It is not just the Big Ten that is
talking about the Hoosiers either,
Eastern coach Jay Spoonhour said.
“ESPN or CBS came out and
ranked the Top 100 players in the
country, and Indiana’s got four players in the Top 60,” Spoonhour said.
“In terms of offense they’re one of the
best. If there’s anybody better than
them it’s a short line.”
But the Panthers have also gotten
the Ohio Valley Conference’s attention.
Eastern was predicted to finish
third in the OVC West division, a
year after they were predicted to finish seventh in the eight-team division.
Eastern made its first postseason
appearance in 14 years last year and
added a few freshmen in the offseason.
Freshmen Casey Teson and Marshawn Blackmon are just two of the
nine new faces on the Eastern roster,
which returns All-OVC players Cornell Johnston and Trae Anderson.
Teson and Blackmon earned allstate honors in Missouri last season
and said that the Panthers’ up-tempo
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Sophomore guard Cornell Johnston goes up to the basket during the Panthers' 97-64 loss to the Belmont Bruins in round two of the Ohio Valley Conference tournament on March 5, 2015, in Nashville, Tenn.

offense helps them play loose.
“We get up and down a lot, and I
think that’s when we’re at our best,”
Blackmon said. “We like playing fast
tempo games.”
Teson added he likes that Spoonhour lets him and his teammates play
the game, rather than base the game
plan entirely on strategy.
“He doesn’t really have a bunch of
set plays,” Teson said. “He kind of lets
our own players create for others.”
Eastern last faced a ranked team

last November, when they traveled
to Omaha for a game with No. 23
ranked Creighton.
The Panthers have never beaten
a ranked opponent, but Spoonhour
said the excitement of playing the first
game of the season eases the tension
of playing one of the top teams in the
country.
“Guys like playing in those games,”
Spoonhour said. “Every team in the
country is excited for their first game.
It’s not a bad way to start the year to

play in that environment.”
Eastern will also face Ball State on
Monday night, to round out their
“Hoosier State” road trip.
Now that the season is underway,
Spoonhour said it is time for the Panthers to focus on their opponents,
more than themselves.
With a roster full of fresh faces, the
Panthers hope to progress as the season goes on.
“The first part of the year you’re
just trying to get your team’s hab-

its down. You still won’t have them
down,” Spoonhour said. “Teams improve quite a bit as the year goes on.”
The Panthers will also focus on the
Ball State game, as well as Indiana, so
that they can kill two birds with one
stone, Spoonhour said.
Tipoff is scheduled for 6 p.m. at
the Assembly Hall in Bloomington,
Ind., Friday.
Blake Nash can be reached at
581-2812 or banash@eiu.edu.

Panthers face must-win situation at Tennessee
By Blake Nash
Assistant Sports Editor | @Banash5
The Eastern football team, which
is 5-4 overall and 5-1 in Ohio Valley Conference play, will face a Tennessee-Martin team that has also only
lost one conference game.
Following last week’s loss against
Jacksonville State, the Panthers will
need to win their next two games to
improve their playoff hopes.
For the second week in a row, the
Panthers’ defense, which ranks third
in the OVC, will face one of the conference’s more explosive offenses.
The Skyhawks average 484 yards
per game and have scored an average
of 39.7 points per game, which is second in the OVC behind only Jacksonville State.
Tennessee-Martin’s quarterback Jarod Neal has thrown for 1,000 yards
and 19 touchdowns this season, but
he will face an Eastern passing defense
that has held opponents to 180 yards
per game.
“This young man is real smart. He
knows where to go with the football,” coach Kim Dameron said. “The
things we have to do with him, it’s a
little bit different.”
Whereas the Panthers have seen
dual-threat quarterbacks most of the
season, Neal’s tendencies to remain
in the pocket and throw may present
a new challenge to the Panthers de-

OVC MATCHUP
EASTERN ILLINOIS
VS.
TENNESSEE-MARTIN
2 P.M. SATURDAY
GR AHAM STADIUM
MARTIN, TENN.
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Senior quarterback Jalen Whitlow threw six passes for 55 yards and rushed
81 yards during the Panthers' 24-3 loss to Jacksonville State on Saturday at
O'Brien Field.

fense. But Dameron said that like all
games they have played in this year,
this one will be won at the line of
scrimmage.
“Our offensive and defensive lines
have to impose their will on theirs,”

Dameron said. “When you look at
most games, they’re won up front,
and we feel like this one won’t be any
different.”
If Eastern can control the game at
the line of scrimmage, the Panthers

will try to utilize their running game,
which has averaged 200.8 yards per
game. Running backs, red-shirt junior Devin Church and red-shirt senior Shepard Little both rank among
the Top-10 rushers in the OVC.
Church, who was hampered by an
injury weeks ago, said that he is looking forward to this late regular season
matchup, which will have an impact
on next week’s game against Eastern
Kentucky.
“I’m excited for the playoffs. But
we’ve got to continue week-by-week
and focus on ourselves,” Church said.
“We’re not going to stress ourselves
out.”
Before the Jacksonville State game,
Church had rushed for 62 yards in
two games, but he seemed to turn the
corner against the Gamecocks.
He rushed for 84 yards on 15 carries in the 24-3 loss.
With Neal and the rest of the Skyhawks’ pass-oriented offense, Dameron said the Panthers need to control
the line of scrimmage and control the
ball with their running game.
“Anytime you play a team with a

pass-oriented offense, you need to run
it and run it well. Like always, that’s
our first priority,” Dameron said.
For seniors such as Little, defensive tackle Dino Fanti and linebacker
Kamu Grugier-Hill, their future depends on the outcome of this game.
If the Panthers are victorious on
Saturday, those three and the rest of
the Panther seniors will have one
more shot to make the playoffs on Senior Day.
But it is teammates like junior linebacker Seth McDonald that will do
everything in their power to make
sure the seniors have a great end to
their Eastern career and even a playoff berth.
“These two games, I’m going to be
playing for these seniors,” McDonald
said. “I’m just going to play my ass off
for them, and do everything I can.”
Kickoff is set for 2 p.m. Saturday
at Graham Stadium in Martin, Tenn.,
and the game can be see online on
ESPN3.
Blake Nash can be reached at
581-2812 or banash@eiu.edu.
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This dress is just one example of what students have been creating in their pattern development and design class.
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Fashion course gains popularity
By Lexi Stickel
Verge Reporter | @DEN_Verge
Eastern has many courses in
the family and consumer sciences department that students do not
know about. One of the classes is
FCS 4838 Pattern Development
and Design.
According to the Eastern catalog, FCS 4838 is, “application of
flat patterning theories and techniques to create original apparel
and accessory products using industry state-of-the-art patterning
software.”
Katherine Shaw, professor and
departmental honors coordinator,
said that this class is only offered in
the spring semesters.
The purpose of this class is to
teach students how to design, sew,
pattern and create a finished product, Shaw said.
It holds 12 to 15 people, and it
fills up very fast, Shaw said.
To be in this course, you must
also take the beginning sewing
course.
Shaw said that there are many
things that are taught in this course
such as how to pattern a garment
and flat patterning before draping.
“This course teaches the student
how to design their own patterns
which is taking the basics a step
further,” Shaw said.
At the end of the semester, the
course likes to have a fashion show
that showcases all of the work the
students have done throughout the
semester, Shaw said.
For the fashion show, they have a
gallery exhibit and invite people to
come look at the work, Shaw said.
In the beginning years it was
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A mini mannequin is used by a student first before replicating it on a
much larger mannequin.

harder to fill, but now that it has
increased in popularity it has gotten
easier to fill, Shaw said.
“This class is always evolving because fashion is always evolving,
and we are always looking for new
trends as a basis for their designs,”
Shaw said.
Shaw said this class goes handin-hand with the Registered Student Organization Merchandising

and Apparel Design Association.
They go hand-in-hand because
both design clothing and put on
fashion shows, Shaw said.
MADA is a good group if fashion is an interest. They meet every
Wednesday at 6:15 p.m. in Klehm
Hall Room 2411.
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'Spectre' weakest link in 'James Bond' series
Review by Mace Mackiewicz
Copy Editor | @Journalist_Mace
The Daniel Craig "James Bond"
films reinvented the Bond character for the modern era starting with
the great Casino Royale in 2006.
We went from a cheesy, almost super hero-like James Bond that constantly uttered one-liners to a hardboiled more grounded and raw version of Bond.
I have been looking forward to
"Spectre" since I saw the first trailer
for it.
Getting to delve deeper into the
character of Bond after "Skyfall" was
super exciting.
"Spectre," however, is nowhere
near as good as "Skyfall," it’s sadly not even as good as "Quantum of
Solace," which was the worst Craig
movie up to this point.
"Spectre" is the weakest of all of
the Daniel Craig films and it had everything going for it: a great cast, the
same director and writer from "Skyfall," yet the movie is much weaker than "Skyfall" and started to dive
into the same problems movies like
“The World is Not Enough” and
“Die Another Day” did.
The best part of the movie is the
entirety of the opening sequence.
Bond running through the Day of
the Dead parade is really well shot
and the whole scene is just plain ex-

citing. There’s a really good long
shot at the beginning of the film and
looks like it was all done with practical effects for the most part.
From there the movie starts to
fall apart though. The main villain
of the movie for instance is shown
once about 45 minutes into the movie and doesn’t appear again until the
third act of the film about an hour
and half later.
Bond's character also takes a few
steps back in the movie. Whereas in
"Casino Royale" and "Skyfall" he has
clear weaknesses, he’s not 100 percent on point with a gun and he has
real struggles with fights with henchman.
In "Spectre" he nonchalantly
causes explosions and barely struggles
with anyone, even the “strongman”
portrayed by Dave Bautista.
In one scene, where Bond is supposed to go through something crippling, he gets right back up and
causes an explosion like nothing ever
happened.
The plot of the movie without giving too much away is almost identical to the newest "Mission Impossible" film. Entire plot points seemed
to be mirrored and Q plays almost
the same role that Simon Pegg character did in "Mission Impossible."
The attempt to tie all four movies together is also kind of forced. In
"Casino Royale" and "Quantum of

Solace" the plots were tied and happened back to back. "Skyfall" was
standalone, but gave Bond more
character development.
SPOILER WARNING: "Spectre"
tries to shoehorn a plot that says all
four movie plots were orchestrated by
the same person who ran one giant
Illuminati-like organization and that
this person was personally making
all of this stuff happen so that bond
would suffer.
It’s important to note that I didn’t
absolutely hate "Spectre." The film itself is okay, but it’s incredibly weak
and disappointing compared to the
other recent films. "Casino Royale"
and "Skyfall" proved that Bond movies still survive in today’s climate
where there’s no clear war enemies.
"Spectre" proves that maybe
they’re already running out of ideas,
which is extremely disappointing.
With "Spectre" potentially being
Craig’s last outing as Bond, it would
be sad to see such a strong franchise
being left in a weak state before a
new Bond is announced.
I’d personally give "Spectre" a six
and a half out of 10. The film isn’t
awful and it’s not nearly as bad as
some of the pre-Craig movies, but it’s
the weakest one to come out yet.
Mace Mackiewicz can be
reached at 581-2812 or
mmmackiewicz@eiu.edu.
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"Spectre" is the 24th James Bond film and was released Oct. 26.

Local vendors, crafters to showcase products Saturday
By Ashley Jordan
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Verge
The first Coles County Fall
Bazaar will take place from 11
to 3 p.m. on Saturday at the
Charleston Veterans of Foreign
War Park located at 1821 20th
Street.
The shopping event will feature vendors such as Thirty-One,
Mar y Kay, Younique, Scentsy
and more.
Victoria Otloe, a senior marketing and management major
and an event planner, said the
event is an opportunity to showc a s e i t e m s f ro m c o n s u l t a n t s ,
small business owners and crafters.
It gives them a chance to educate people on their products
and also have the buyers purchase unique items.
“We realize Charleston is limited in its places to shop, so we

are bringing the shopping opportunities to you,” Otloe said.
This will allow shoppers to
buy different kinds of gifts for
friends and family for the holidays that are not always available
in the Charleston area.
Megan Taylor, a sophomore
communication studies major,
said she is interested in shopping at this event and finding
out what small businesses have
to offer.
“I am excited to shop around
and enjoy products that I couldn’t
normally get in the Charleston/
Mattoon area,” Taylor said.
Attending this event will educate the shoppers on starting a
small business or becoming a consultant, Taylor said.
It is a shopping event, but at
the same time, an educational experience about small businesses
that could teach a potential and
future business owner.

She said the Eastern Entrepreneurs Student Organization of
Eastern Illinois University is the
sponsor of the event.
The members of that organization gave assistance when needed
and were updated with the entire
process.
“Our main goal for the event
was to attract at least 20 vendors, where then we would be
able to donate the money collected from vendors booth fees to a
local or national charitable cause
that both our group members and
members of the Entrepreneurship
Club feel strongly about,” Otloe
said.
This event came about as requirement for completing a project, Otloe said. After brainstorming a creative idea, one that has
not been previously done for
the assignment, this event came
about.
“We inquired the Eastern En-

Pick up your copy of the
Daily Eastern News anywhere
around town!

trepreneurs Student Organization
of Eastern Illinois University as
our sponsor for this event, which
they graciously accepted our proposal,” Otloe said.
The group began planning and
reaching out to contacts to determine the logistics of the bazaar.
The VFW had the accommodations necessary and was an affordable venue, she said.
It was large enough and supplied tables and chairs for the
vendors.
The group also had to reach
out on social media for vendors
and ended up with 20 vendors.
There were deadlines for vend o r s t o s e c u re a n d p a y f o r a
booth, Otloe said.
The last task was to reach out
to the community and Eastern
students and faculty.
She said they created fliers to
post all over campus and local
businesses, and also posted on so-

Space for sale.
217-581-2816

cial media.
“As the event is this Saturday,
Nov. 14, we have just a few finalizations to make for the day of
the event, like staying in contact
with the vendors, make up a floor
plan and our agenda for the day
of the event,” Otloe said.
Vendors include: Keep Collective, Scentsy, Plexus, ItWorks,
Monat, Matilda Lane Boutique,
Perfectly Posh, Mary Kay, Clever
Container, Thirty-One and Parrot
Lane, Otloe said.
There will also be crafters with
items such as burlap wreaths,
Christmas décor, photography,
sketches, old windows, chalkboard creations and handmade
candles, she said.
There are sales that will be offered by some vendors.
Ashley Jordan can be
reached at 581-2812
or anjordan@eiu.edu.
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ClusterPluck debuts untraditional bluegrass sounds
By Kalyn Hayslett
Verge Editor | @DEN_Verge
The St. Louis-native nontraditional bluegrass band ClusterPluck will
perform at 9:30 p.m. in Mac’s Uptowner on Saturday.
For the first time, ClusterPluck
performs in the Charleston and Mattoon area as an entire band and is expecting a great performance.
Through personal connections
one of the members was able to book
them a performance in the area,
which shows the band's undying desire to travel and perform.
Chris Rader, an original member
of the band, said the best words to
describe the band are energetic, hungry and focused.
“We are hungry to travel more.
We want to play as much as we can
and travel as much as we can and
want to string as much shows togeth-

er,” Rader said.
The band has been performing
together for about six years and are
constantly looking for the next opportunity to show their skills.
Although this is the band's first
time at the Uptowner, they are expecting people to come ready to enjoy themselves.
“I’m expecting people to be rowdy,” Rader said. “I just go and play
and hope there's people there that
want to have a good time that night.”
The members include: Chris Rader on guitar, banjo and vocals, Justin Torres on bass, guitar and vocals,
Derek Rutter on mandolin, guitar
and vocals, Leah Osborne on washboard, ukelele and vocals, and Matt
Gadeken on violin and vocals.
Every member can sing and write
music, which brings variety, melodies
and plenty of material.
"We have this weird cohesion be-

cause we all write differently and
have unique aspects of life that inspire us," Rader said.
Each musician has their own style
and flavor when writing the songs.
However, all of their original music
has their signature upbeat sound.
"I write about relationships. Another member writes about places he’s been, while another member
writes about really sad things," Rader said.
“Even if the song is written by
someone else you can hear the thread
that brings it all together,” Rader
said.
Audiences will hear songs from
the band's three albums: ClusterPluck, The Open Road and E.P, and
a few covers of songs that are not
mainstream.
“Mostly originals, pretty upbeat,
a lot of foot stomping,” Rader said.
“We have a lot of energy and play

like a rock band. It’s quite a show.”
When writing, recording and performing songs, the band considers
three audience pools to ensure that
they will have success.
“The fans and the crowd, while
pleasing our own musical interest,”
Rader said.
While performing, the band experiments with new songs they are
working on but they also use songs
that are sure to please.
“We definitely have a handful of
go-to songs: 'Laundry Lines' and
'Drivin’ On,' which are all on the albums,” Rader said.
The band originally started off as a
three-piece band with Rader, Rutter
and Torres with a brother-like bond
at the heart of the group.
However, the band members
knew they were missing something
musically.
“Leah and Justin both went to cu-

linary school together and she came
to the first performance so she was always there; she came out to us that
she played the washboard so we added her,” Rader said.
“Matt plays the violin which fits
all of the empty space and provides
melody to the music,” Rader.
The band made a conscious effort
to seek out members that would join
their band, that could diversify their
sound and join their family.
“Were definitely like a family,”
Rader said. “We bring out the best in
each other and also the worst because
we know how to push each other’s
buttons, but it’s all in love.”
Also their website has more music and videos as well as a calendar of
scheduled performances.
Kalyn Hayslett can be
reached at 581-2812 or
kehayslett@eiu.edu.
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ClusterPluck is a St. Louis-native band formed by five friends.

Instructors, students serve country, attend class
By Cassie Buchman
Administration Editor | @DEN_Verge
Both faculty members and
students at Eastern have unique
experiences serving in the military.
Ryan McDaniel, a communication studies instructor, enlisted in the Navy where he served
active duty after graduating
high school.
He then enlisted in the Indiana Air National Guard in September 2012 before being commissioned as a chaplain first
lieutenant in July 2014, and was
recently promoted to captain.
A chaplain is a member of the
clergy who represents any religion practiced by service members.
“ To my knowledge, there is
only about five or six of us in
the entire National Guard nationwide,” McDaniel said.
He is in the process of transferring to the Illinois Air National Guard.
As a traditional guardsman,
McDaniel has one weekend a
month and two weeks of annual
training during the year, causing
him to miss five weeks of the semester last year.

"We're ready for cities to fall apart, or
internal attacks, as well as if we need to
assist Afghanistan or Iraq."
-Zach Rappe, senior communications major
An instructor in his department covered for him while he
was gone.
McDaniel said his students
understood, and his department
chair, Stephen King, as well as
the rest of Eastern, is supportive.
“That makes our job as
guardsmen easier, when we have
a great support system from our
civilian employer,” McDaniel
said.
Mc Da n i e l j o i n e d t h e Na v y
more than 20 years ago after
looking at his options as a high
school graduate.
“Neither I or my parents had
a way to pay for college, and a
Na v y re c r u i t e r a c t u a l l y c a m e
to our high school,” McDaniel
said. “I had a physics teacher in
high school who thought enlisting in the Navy was a great idea,
so I started talking to a recruiter and it seemed like a neat opportunity.”

What McDaniel experienced
in basic training in August 1995
is different than what someone
serving now would experience.
When McDaniel was serving
in the Navy, it was still a new
development that women were
allowed on the ship.
“Some people were not comfortable with that, some people
were,” McDaniel said. “I do recall that still being a significant
issue for some people.”
He worked as an enlisted mechanic in the Navy with plumbing, heating and maintenance
repair on the aircraft carrier.
A memorable experience McD a n i e l h a d i n t h e Na v y w a s
when he was in the Caribbean
during training operations and
there was a full lunar eclipse.
“The captain ordered a pause
for the flight operations and invited anyone on the ship who
was able to come up on the ship
deck,” McDaniel said.

He said he treasures the memory of laying on his back, seeing all the stars, and being miles
away from any artificial source
of light, then seeing the moon
slowly covered for a blackout
then emerging again.
He also remembers being on
the coast of New York and being
trapped in a severe storm.
“A o n c e - i n - a - c a r e e r s e v e r e
s t o r m ,” Mc D a n i e l s a i d . “ We
were facing 100-foot swells.”
The waves were so big they
were washing up on the top of
the flight deck.
“Lifeboats were being
knocked off, lost in the ocean,”
McDaniel said. “And this enorm o u s a i r c a r r i e r w a s ro c k i n g
and rolling.”
People who had been in the
Navy for 20 years and had never been seasick started throwing up, but McDaniel did not
get sick.
Zach Rappe, a senior com m u n i c a t i o n s t u d i e s m a j o r, i s
serving in the National Guard.
Once a month, he goes to
Effingham to refresh his skills
from basic training, and for a
couple of weekends out of the
year he is able to go to bigger
military bases.

He said his favorite part of
serving is being able to have a
“guy’s weekend” where ever y thing else in the world disappears.
“People I met there are some
of my best friends,” Rappe said.
“I got to know them better
than I know most of the friends
I met here. A huge bond.”
In the infantr y, Rappe said
they had to be a master of all
trades.
“There are truck drivers,
there are medics,” Rappe said.
“We’re the guys on the ground
doing the dirty work.”
Rappe said he could be called
for anything, whether it was
domestic disasters or states of
emergency or things overseas.
“We’re ready for cities to fall
apart, or internal attacks as well
as if we need to assist in Af ghanistan or Iraq,” Rappe said.
Rappe said he wants to be
able to help and carry out tasks
with the men he ser ves with.
“I think if anybody can do it,
we’d be the best group to help
out,” Rappe said.
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812 or
cjbuchman@eiu.edu.

